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ARIEL 
"Great minds run in the same channels," the proverb runs, aQd Ariel has at· 
tracted great minds. Modestly, we too, have been attracted by this name. Long in· 
deed is its history, and no matter where it appears, it lies within the concept of the 
fine, the lorty, and the spiritual. In Middle English it meant 'altar', a meaning pro· 
bably lost and of no consequence to us now. In Hebrew it was a title used referring 
to Jerusalem, and the meaning was ' Lion of God.' Milton used Ariel as the name of 
an Angel. Shakespeare-and here the influence upon Hispanists begins to 
crystallize-created the character in his The Tempest and called him Ariel, 'an ayrie 
spirit.' Rodo, of course, moved by Shakespeare's concept, used the name as the title 
for an immorlal book. , 
Ariel was published between 1970 and 1975, but due to financial problems, the 
journal was allowed to die. In those earlier times both scholarly articles and creative 
pieces by graduate students, and occasionally by faculty members, were printed. 
The new Ariel, improved in format, due to the ever-increasing facilities of word pro· 
cessing, will change somewhat its focus: it will now publish only scholarly articles 
and book reviews, with, perhaps, an occasional translation , Graduate students of 
Lile Department of Spanish and Italian at the University of Kentucky, graduate 
students from other universities, and occasionally faculty members at Kentucky, as 
well as from other universities, will author the reviews and articles published. 
With these precedents we selected Ariel for our journal 's title, with the hope that 
Ariel will again become a repository for the dissemination of scholarly publication. 
J.E.K, 
